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Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.6in.The friends of the sweep determined to retaliate upon the following day, and
gathered so threateningly round the gate that, instead of the boys coming home in twos and threes, as was
their wont, when playtime expired, they returned in a body. They were some forty in number, and varied in age
from the little fags of the Under School, ten or twelve years old, to brawny muscular young fellows of seventeen
or eighteen, senior Queens Scholars, or Sixth Form town boys. The Queens Scholars were in their caps and
gowns, the town boys were in ordinary attire, a few only having flannel cricketing trousers. On first leaving the
field they were assailed only by volleys of abuse; but as they made their way down the street their assailants
grew bolder, and from words proceeded to blows, and soon a desperate fight was raging. In point of numbers
the skies were vastly superior, and many of them were grown men; but the knowledge of boxing which almost
every Westminster boy in those days possessed, and the activity and quickness of hitting of the boys, went far to
equalise the odds. Pride in their school, too, would have rendered it impossible for any to show the white
feather on such an occasion as this, and with the younger boys as far as possible in their centre, the seniors
faced their opponents manfully. Even the lads of but thirteen and fourteen years old were not idle. Taking from
the fags the bats which several of the latter were carrying, they joined in the conflict, not striking at their
opponents heads, but occasionally aiding their seniors, when attacked by three or four at once,...
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