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Science, With Which Is Incorporated the Chemical Gazette, A Journal of Practical Chemistry, in All Its
Applications to Pharmacy, Arts, and Manufactures The occurrence of a brilliant green line in some selenium
residues, whilst examining them for tellurium, led me first to suspect the presence of a new metal. In March,
1861, | announced definitely that the green-line substance was decidedly a new element. The paper alluded to
contained a sufficient number of the reactions of this body to enable me to prove chemically, as well as
optically, that | was dealing with an element possessing well-defined characters. Pursuing the investigation, |
was enabled in the following May, t to give a further account of this body, and to propose for it the name of
Thallium (symbol, Tl). In the same note | gave the localities and description of several minerals in which | had
found the element, and also a method of extracting it from them in a pure state. Considering that I had
sufficiently announced the discovery in these papers, which were republished in nearly every Chemical Journal
in Europe, | turned my attention towards procuring a source of thallium which would enable me to prepare this
body on the large scale, my experiments having hitherto been confined to mineralogical specimens, which |
had difficulty in tracing to their source, and the whole amount of thallium which | had as yet obtained not
exceeding three grains in weight. After some delay, Mr. Thornthwaite was good enough to supply me with a
considerable quantity of crude sulphur distilled from Spanish copper pyrites. In this I...
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