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course, the I. W. W. is most strongly entrenched in the
unorganized extractive industries--lumber, agriculture, and
construction work.2 In April, 1908, the General Executive Board
issued an official call (printed in English. French, German and
Italian) for the First Convention of Textile Workers to be held May
1, 1908, in Paterson, N. J. In this document the claim is made that
over 5,000 textile workers have already been organized into the
Industrial Workers of the World. J 1 Industrial Union Bulletin,
Nov. 7, 1908, p. 1. Cf. appendix vi. During the eighteen months
period following the financial crisis of 1907 the I. W. W. almost
entirely gave up its strike activities.4 Furthermore, the
organization seemed to have secured no permanent foothold in
those communities where it had been particularly militant and
aggressive during the preceding year. Secretary Trautmann
admitted this in his report...
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