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experienced much difficulty in ascertaining the previous rulings of the Comptrollers and the reasons for many
of the practices prevailing in the office, because of the lack of written decisions by my predecessors. Even where
written decisions had been rendered, difficulty was experienced in finding them, because they had not been
published. It was soon ascertained that in many cases, if the decisions of the Comptroller were published, the
rulings, being known, would be a guide to persons presenting claims against the Government to be settled by
the First Comptroller s Office, and would prevent the presentation of many such claims. It was, therefore,
deemed expedient to publish such of the Comptroller s decisions as would establish precedents for the
settlement of claims of a similar character. The importance of such publication is greatly enhanced by the
provisions of the act of July 31, 1894, reorganizing the accounting offices of the Treasury, which require the
Auditors to follow the existing constructions of statutes unless and until overruled by the Comptroller of the
Treasury. The decisions now published cover the period of my incumbency of this office. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a
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