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American NSNW policy preference. Despite the conspicuous silence in American intellectual and foreign policy
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NSNW, the most consistent thread among U.S. actions and rhetoric is an American perception of a changed
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allies through the prism of flexible response strategy resulting in a loss of commitment perception, linked to
historical perceptions of graduated deterrence. The U.S. has had diEiculty communicating and convincing our
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oEer a compelling theoretical construct that continues to extend historically understood security assurances.
This has caused the beginning of a reexamination of core alliance functions, potentially undermining the
strength of consultative norms and shared purpose.
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