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Georgia -- Port Wentworth. Excerpt: . . . 11 dust explosions. In November 2006, as you mentioned, the CSB
completed a thorough study on combustible dust. The board called for a comprehensive OSHA regulatory
standard to prevent dust ex-plosions in general industry, improved training of OSHA inspectors to recognize
dust hazards, and improvements to material safety data sheets to better communicate dust hazards to
workers. The CSB based its recommendations in part on the success of OSHAs 1987 grain dust standard, which
has cut deaths and inju-ries from grain dust explosions and fires by 60 percent. This stand-ard requires worker
training, rigorous housekeeping, and limits 1 grain dust accumulations to of an inch. 8 The NFPA has produced
highly respected consensus standards about how best to prevent and mitigate combustible dust explo-sions.
OSHA has recognized the importance of NFPA standards, and it references them numerous times in the
National Emphasis Program for dust, a program which the CSB supports. However, without a comprehensive
standard for combustible dust, it is difficult for businesses to know which specific NFPA pro-visions or other
requirements they may be subjected to. A company that experiences a major dust explosion can expect to
receive a fine from OSHA, as Imperial has. But absent a standard, thousands of other companies that may be
at risk do not benefit from clear in-structions about what kinds of dust are the most hazardous and what
training and controls should be put in place. After witnessing the terrible human and physical toll from the
Imperial explosion, | believe the urgency of a new combustible dust standard is greater than ever. A...
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