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illustrated. 1855 edition. Excerpt: . . . would allow no partnership, and resolved to finish the bloody game as he
commenced it, single-handed. At last the ninety-ninth Indian skull was deposited with the others, and Bill,
pleased at the thought of soon wiping out the to be continual he had chalked upon the last of his collection,
prepared for his last sortie, quite willing, if it proved successful, for his own bones to be laid on the shelf! It
might have been the agitation caused by this thought of a speedy fulfillment of his vow that made old Bill
suddenly ill, and then he knew his time had come. Calling his son Tom to his bedside, he told him he was dying,
and that he had a legacy to leave him. That row of Injun skulls, Tom! Theres ninety-nine on em, and | swore to
make em a hundred, but the Lord wont let me, Tom, but wants you to finish the job! | charge you to do it, Tom,
or your fathers ghost, and your murdered grandfathers too, will come and haunt you 1 With this exhortation,
the old hunter, with his eyes fixed on his trophies, gave up the ghost. Now whether old Bill had drove off the
Indians, or made them too cautious, or Tom was unskillful, does not appear, but the son did not. prove equal to
the task solemnly imposed upon him. In vain did Tom scour the woods, and try his best to catch the...
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